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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH TWO HERUT LEADERS 

1. POLITICAL OFFICER MET SEPARATELY ON MAY 22 WITH BRIG. 

GEN. (RES.) MORDECHAI ZIPORI, EZER WEIZMAN'S DEPUTY AS 

LIKUD CAMPAIGN MANAGER, AND JOSEPH ROM, TECHNION PROFESSOR 
OF AERONAUTICAL ENGINEERING, WHO HEADS THE LIKUD'S 
TRANSITION COMMITTEE. ZIPORI LEET THE IDF 4 1/2 MONTHS 
AGO TO JOIN THE LIKUD CAMPAIGN. HE IS AN ARMOR OFFICER 
AND PAST COMMANDANT OF ISRAEL'S COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF 
COLLEGE. HE ALSO SERVED AS ASSISTANT CHIEF OF THE 
OPERATIONS BRANCH (G BRANCH) OF THE GENERAL STAEF. 

DURING THE YOM KIPPUR WAR HE HEADED THE IDE'S ARMORED 
CORPS. ZIPORI WAS BORN IN ISRAEL THE GRANDSON OE 
IMMIGRANTS FROM RUSSIA. A LONG TIME HERUT SYMPATHIZER, 

ZIPORI SERVED IN THE IRGUN IN PRE-STATE DAYS, 

WAS ARRESTED BY THE MANDATE GOVERNMENT AND SPENT FOUR 
YEARS IN A BRITISH PRISON IN ERITREA. 
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2. ZIPORI ATTRIBUTED THE LIKUD'S SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGN 
TO ITS TAKING THE INITIATIVE. THIS CONTRASTED WITH 
PREVIOUS LIKUD CAMPAIGNS THAT WERE GENERALLY REFLEX 
EFFORTS TO THE ALIGNMENT'S ATTACKS. THIS TIME LIKUD'S 
CAMPAIGN DROVE HOME THE IDEA THAT ONLY THE LIKUD COULD 
BRING ABOUT CHANGE -COULD REPLACE THE ALIGNMENT. VOTES 
FOR OTHER PARTIES WERE VOTES TO RETAIN THE ALIGNMENT 
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IN POWER. 

3. ZIPORI REPEATED WHAT WE HAVE HEARD MANY LIKUDNIKS 
STRESS-PUBLICLY AND PRIVATELY-SINCE THEIR STUNNING 
UPSET: A LIKUD GOVERNMENT WILL BE HONEST WITH THE 
THE UNITED STATES. IT WILL STOP "CHEATING" AMERICAN 
OPINION. IT WILL TRULY REPRESENT ISRAELI INTERESTS 
AND NOT CONEUSE ISSUES BY HOLDING OUT THE PROMISE OE 
MORE THAN ISRAEL COULD POSSIBLEY GIVE. HE ADDED THAT 
A LIKUD GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO RESTORE PRIDE IN ISRAEL 
AMONG DIASPORA JEWS. HE LIKENED THE SITUATION TO THE 
PRIDE AND ENTHUSIASM THAT SPONTANEOUSLY SWEPT THROUGH 
JEWISH COMMUNITIES THE WORLD OVER AFTER THE SIX DAY 
WAR. HE WENT INTO ARGUMENTS OETEN HEARD FROM LIKUD 
MEMBERS AND OTHERS ABOUT THE VALUE TO THE U.S. OF 
ISRAEL AS A STRONG ALLY IN THE VOLATILE AND VULNERABLE 
MIDDLE EAST. THE LIKUD WILL MOUNT AN EDUCATIONAL 
CAMPAIGN IN THE U.S. AMERICANS DON'T KNOW, FOR 
EXAMPLE, THAT A MAJOR SEGMENT OF THE PALESTINIANS 

ARE THE DESCENDANTS OF ARABS WHO GRAVITATED TOWARD 
PALESTINE FROM OTHER COUNTRIES WITH THE ECONOMIC BOOM WROGHT 
BY ZIONIST SETTLEMENT. 

4. ZIPORI EXHIBITED SENSITIVITY TO THE AMERICAN PRESS' 

PORTRAYAL OF BEGIN AS A TERRORIST. "IS HE TO BE PUT 
IN THE SAME BOAT AS IDI AMIN? OR EVEN JOMO KENYATTA 
OR THE STALINISTS;'" (IN MENTIONING THE LATTER TWO, 

ZIPORI SEEMED TO BE IMPLYING THAT JUST AS 

FORMER TERRORISTS ARE CONSIDERED RESPECTABLE BY MANY, 
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AT LEAST THE SAME DEFERENCE SHOULD BE PAID TO BEGIN.) 

THE IRGUN WAS AN ARMY OF NATIONAL LIBERATION, WHICH 
UNLIKE OTHERS STYLING THEMSELVES AS SUCH, DISBANDED 
UPON ACHIEVING ITS GOAL, BECAME A POLITICAL PARTY AND 
ENTERED THE COMPETITIVE MARKETPLACE OE ISRAELI DEMOCRACY 
TO CONVINCE THE ELECTORATE OE ITS IDEAS. NOW AETER 
29 YEARS THE PARTY HAS SUCCEEDED AND BEEN GIVEN THE 
MANDATE TO GOVERN. 

5. ZIPORI SAID THAT THE LIKUD WILL MAKE A STRONG EFEORT 
TO BRING THE DMC INTO THE COALITION. HE EXPECTED THE 
GOVERNMENT TO BE FORMED BEFORE THE HISTADRUT ELECTIONS 
ON JUNE 21. THAT CONTEST HELD NO FEARS EOR HIM AS HE 
EXPECTED THE LIKUD TO DO WELL IN IT. ZIPORI WAS 

FAIRLY CONFIDENT OF AGUDAT YISRAEL"S PARTICIPATION IN 
THE COALITION AND TOOK THE NRP, SHLOMZION AND 
POALEI AGUDUT ISRAEL FOR GRANTED. 

6. HE HAD LITTLE TO ADD TO HIS REPORT TO US ON MAY 
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20 (TEL AVIV 3607) ABOUT THE DIVISION OF PORTEOLIOS 
EXCEPT TO INDICATE THAT HE EXPECTED TO BE DEPUTY 
DEEENSE MINISTER UNDER WEIZMAN. THE EOREIGN MINISTRY 
PORTEOLIO WILL PROBABLY NOT BE SETTLED BEFORE COALITION 
NEGOTIATIONS ARE COMPLETED. 

7. ROM, WHO CAUSED SOMETHING OE A STIR OVER A YEAR 
AGO WHEN HE ANNOUNCED THAT HE WAS JOINING THE LIKUD, 

IS THE RECIPIENT OE THE ISRAEL PRIZE EOR HIS WORK IN 
AERO-DYNAMICS. HE HAS BEEN OCCUPIED EOR THE LAST 
SEVERAL MONTHS IN COMPILING LISTS OF PROSPECTIVE 
APPOINTEES TO TOP LEVEL GOVERNMENT POSITIONS. (BEFORE 
THE ELECTION, FEW TOOK HIS PROJECT SERIOUSLY.) HE 
SAID THAT THE CABINET WILL BE REORGANIZED AND REDUCED 
TO 12-14 MINISTRIES. THE LIKUD INTENDS TO COMBINE THE 
MINISTRIES OE POLICE AND INTERIOR; TOURISM WILL BE 
ABSORBED BY THE MINISTRY OE COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY; 
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COMMUNICATION AND TRANSPORTATION WILL BE COMBINED; 
AND AN EXPANDED SOCIAL WELFARE MINISTRY WILL ABSORB 
THE MINISTRIES OF HEALTH, HOUSING AND POSSIBLY 
IMMIGRANT ABSORPTION. HE MADE NO PREDICTIONS ABOUT 
THE DISTRIBUTION OE PORTEOLIOS BUT BELIEVED THAT AMNON 
RUBENSTEIN OR SHMUEL TAMIR WOULD BE CONSIDERED EOR 
JUSTICE IE THE DMC JOINS THE COALITION. 

LEWIS 
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